
Available from https://tipas.kew.org/site/the-gulf/
[Accessed 16 June 2026]  

The Gulf
TCI_14

Country: Turks and Caicos Islands
Administrative region: South Caicos (Island)
Central co-ordinates: 21.50924 N, 71.53757 E
Area: 1.06km²

Qualifying IPA criteria
A(i), A(iii)

IPA assessment rationale
This site qualifies as a TIPA under criterion A(iii) due to being the
only known site (thus greater than or equal to 5% of the national
population) in Turks and Caicos for the highly restricted Lucayan
endemic grass species, Aristida correlliae. Additionally, it qualifies
under A(i) due to being one of the five best sites for the threatened
species Encyclia caicensis and Ayenia tenuicaulis, and is estimated
to support more than 1% of the global population and more than 5%
of the national population of Spermacoce brittonii

Site description
This TIPA extends from South Caicos Airport runway and is bounded
by mangroves on its western edge, the salina on its eastern edge
and the northern end of Cockburn Harbour at its southern extent.

Botanical significance
This site, despite high levels of disturbance, still supports a diverse
range of species. Three globally threatened species (Ayenia
tenuicaulis, Encyclia caicensis, Spermacoce brittonii) are found here.
Also found at this site is the Lucayan endemic grass, Aristida
correlliae, which is only known in Turks and Caicos from this site.

This species is very poorly known and is currently assessed as Data
Deficient. The site is heavily disturbed, and the species has not been
recorded since its discovery in 1988 despite recent targeted
searches, meaning it could be threatened. At least nine species of
social, cultural or economic importance occur here, including the
Turks Head Cactus Melocactus intortus, which is nationally
uncommon and found at only a few sites in the archipelago. It is
scattered and rare on South Caicos

Habitat and geology
The primary habitat at this site is open scrubland, with pockets of
the threatened habitat, palustrine marsh. In the north-eastern corner
of the site, the palustrine marsh is hyper-saline due to its proximity
with the adjacent salina. The remainder of the site is heavily
disturbed and altered by roads, residential and commercial areas
and grazing animals. The open areas created by disturbances can
be beneficial to some species, by creating more spaces for them to
occur, despite the threat from grazing animals. Important species
benefitting from these open areas include Mosquito Bush
Phyllanthus epiphyllanthus.

Conservation issues
This site does not fall within the boundary of any protected area and
the site is at further risk from urban sprawl from Cockburn Town or
expansion of the South Caicos Airport. There is already significant
disturbance across the site, and parts of the area are used to dump
household waste, contributing to an overall degradation in habitat
quality. There may be heavy impacts from donkeys and cattle who
can trample or graze on native vegetation. Poaching of Turks Head
Cactus is also a plausible threat here.
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IPA criterion A species

SPECIES QUALIFYING SUB-
CRITERION

≥ 1% OF GLOBAL
POPULATION

≥ 5% OF
NATIONAL
POPULATION

1 OF 5 BEST
SITES
NATIONALLY

ENTIRE GLOBAL
POPULATION

SOCIO-
ECONOMICALLY
IMPORTANT

ABUNDANCE AT
SITE

Ayenia tenuicaulis A(i) — — — — —

Encyclia caicensis A(i) — — —

Spermacoce
brittonii

A(i) — — —

IPA criterion C qualifying habitats

HABITAT QUALIFYING SUB-
CRITERION

≥ 5% OF NATIONAL
RESOURCE

≥ 10% OF NATIONAL
RESOURCE

1 OF 5 BEST SITES
NATIONALLY

AREAL COVERAGE
AT SITE

General site habitats

GENERAL SITE HABITAT PERCENT COVERAGE IMPORTANCE

Shrubland - Subtropical/Tropical Dry Shrubland —

Wetlands (inland) - Permanent Saline, Brackish or Alkaline Marshes/Pools —

Artificial - Terrestrial - Subtropical/Tropical Heavily Degraded Former Forest —

Artificial - Terrestrial - Urban Areas —

Land use types

LAND USE TYPE PERCENT COVERAGE IMPORTANCE

Threats

THREAT SEVERITY TIMING

Residential & commercial development - Tourism & recreation areas High Ongoing - increasing

Pollution - Garbage & solid waste High Ongoing - increasing

Invasive & other problematic species, genes & diseases - Invasive non-native/alien species/diseases - Named
species

High Ongoing - increasing

Biological resource use - Gathering terrestrial plants - Intentional use (species being assessed is the target) Medium Ongoing - trend unknown

Climate change & severe weather - Storms & flooding High Ongoing - increasing
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